

Class of 2010!
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Please take this information home and use it as a reference for you and your parents 
during your SENIOR year!

Guidance counselors:

Ms. Bell--Dept. Chair
Ms. Kummer ( A-B)

Mr. Affatato (C-E)

Ms. Oliver (G-H)

Mr. Zack (I- L)

Ms. Brooks (M-N)

Ms. Clark (O-R)

Ms. Kearns (S-T)

Mr. Johnston (K,U-Z)
What Do You Need To GRADUATE??
It is the student’s responsibility to see that requirements for graduation are met.  The high school will make every effort to keep up-to-date records and to inform the student and parents about the student’s progress toward the completion of graduation requirements. 
 However, it is the student’s responsibility to be acquainted with the necessary requirements to meet this goal.

24 Credits, a minimum of twenty-four is required for graduation.  

A student must receive full credit for the following courses:

English
4 credits


Mathematics
3 credits


Science
3 credits

                      Physical Science A/B, Biology A/B, & Chemistry + another science 


Social Studies
3 credits

       Which includes:

· 1 credit -- World History after 1750 or Honors World History after 1750

· 1 credit -- American History A & B or 

                                                1.5 credits - AP American History A/B/C* 
· 0.5 credit – Economics, or Modern Political  & Economic Issues or Contemporary Social Issues

· 0.5 credit -- American Government         or AP Government A/B (1.0 credit)  

                           *Students taking AP American History or AP EURO are NOT required to take      

                             Economics or Modern Political & Economic Issues, or Contemporary Social Issues   


Physical Education
0.5 credit (2 trimesters)


Health
0.5 credit


Enhanced Communication Applications (ECA-A & ECA-B)
1 credit


Electives
9 credits

(Reminder: any class taken that is above and beyond the previously listed requirements,  will be considered elective credit---so, if you have the 24+ credits to graduate…you will automatically have 9+ elective credits you need.)

                          
  24 total credits to graduate
~IF you do not have all of the required coursework and have passed ALL sections of the OGT before graduation, you will not be permitted to walk at graduation.
   2 best resources for planning your post high school path:
       Naviance



         KUDER (Ohio Career Planning Systems)
“Do What You Are” survey
Personality Match survey, Skills Assessment survey,    
         Work Values survey
Resume 
Resume 

College Match profiles
Colleges/Majors/Occupational Handbook info

College standards 
Career Trends

   with Mason data comparisons
“What can I do with a major in…?” section

                                        PLUS….much more

You have both a Naviance account and a KUDER account 

                            and both can be accessed via: masoncomets.org 

(If you have problems logging into either, see someone in B301 for Naviance;

and with the KUDER website—see your counselor.)

Naviance uses your typical login information just like any other school network logins.


KUDER is slightly different:  If you have been logged in since 7th or 8th grade, you may have used your Student ID # as your username and the word “comet” as your password.

NEW USERS:
If you have never logged into your KUDER account, you may go ahead and open a new account (following the procedures for New Users and set it up like you would any other MHS login—using the code 8850 for our school code and 45040 as the zip code as requested)
KUDER Batch Codes for 2009-2010:
   Kuder Career Search/Personality Match
   I934525XGU
Kuder Skills Assessment-16



S934526XGU
Super’s Work Values Inventory- revised
V934527XGU
Online registration for ACT & SAT

ACT:  www.actstudent.org
SAT: www.collegeboard.com
Mason High School Code:  363-275
2009-2010 Test Dates

                    ACT






  SAT
Test Dates:

Registration deadlines:

Test Dates:

Registration deadlines:
September 12, 2009
August 7, 2009


October 10, 2009
September 10, 2009
October 24, 2009
September 18, 2009


November 7, 2009
October 1, 2009
December 12, 2009
November 6, 2009


December 5, 2009
October 30, 2009
February 6, 2010
January 5, 2010


January 23, 2010
December 15, 2009
April 10, 2010

March 5, 2010



March 13, 2010

February 4, 2010
June 12, 2010

May 7, 2010



May 1, 2010

March 25, 2010








June 5, 2010

April 29, 2010

NCAA CLEARINGHOUSE ONLINE

www.ncaaclearinghouse.net
NCAA Code for ACT & SAT 9999

   

· College Applications ---Time to apply—NOW!-- with the INCREASED VOLUME of applications colleges are receiving over the past 3 years, you need to apply as early as possible (example:  Dec. 1 deadline—have it submitted before Nov. 1). Counselors also need a window of 10 days to process your transcript and complete forms that need to be sent…SO…turning in a request for transcript the day before a deadline is not an option.

Letters of Recommendation:  If a college requests a letter/letters of recommendation:



:: select teachers who know you best

:: give teachers –plenty of time to write and submit the letter of recommendation, 

--an addressed envelope with proper postage attached, 

--and supply them with a brag sheet or resume.



Note:  Some teachers use your resume info in Naviance to add info to their letter of rec, 

                                  so be certain to have the info in Naviance updated!

The Resume/Brag Sheet:

~~~This information is EXTREMELY important in the admissions process (especially for very selective colleges and universities).  It paints a picture of your academic life, who you are, and how you spend your time outside the classroom.  Colleges want to know who they are inviting to live on their campus for four years and what kind of contribution you are going to make to collegiate life.

· Don’t shortchange yourself!

· Think of EVERYTHING you’ve done inside & outside the classroom for the last 4 years and DON’T be afraid to brag about it!

· Leadership, diversity, and depth are the keys. 

·  Colleges are looking for examples of leadership and for a commitment to activities you do.  Listing many, many things-done for short periods of time are not what they consider being passionately involved.

· Do not fabricate on your resume/brag sheet.
· “What do you make time for?” should clearly be answered with this information.
· Let the Admissions readers at your chosen schools know:

· How long you have been involved in an activity?

· How many hours a week does it take?

· What your primary responsibilities have been, especially in regard to any leadership roles?

#1 Essay TIP:    An essay could be the deciding factor in your acceptance,
so never underestimate its importance!


· SCHOLARSHIP SEARCH--  after applications have been sent and the dust settles (in November?!) you will need to begin your “part-time job” of searching for scholarship money.  Your 3 best resources:  #1:  the college of choice,  #2: your Naviance account-under :: scholarship list,  and #3: the internet (see attached suggested sites).

· Maintain academic standards all year--(no matter how much you want to be out of here).  Colleges will be checking final transcripts (& in some cases, requesting updates from us for mid-year reports) and can cancel an admission based on grades, change of coursework submitted,…

***MHS College Application Process:

You must enter your colleges in Naviance & request a transcript for each.

· Transcripts will not automatically be sent
—a green College Application Checklist for each college;

must be submitted to your counselor first(
1. Log into Naviance. (See someone in the B301 offices if you are having problems with your login.)

2. Under the heading About Me, click on ::my colleges

3. Go to Colleges to which I’m applying (which is BELOW Colleges that I’m considering), click on add to this list along the top OR add colleges to this list beneath the word College.
4. Click on ::lookup and use the college picker to select the college to which you are applying.
~~If the college to which you want to apply is not listed, please see your counselor.
5. ALSO click on the box labeled           request    to request a transcript for each college to which you are applying.
You must request your transcript in order for your counselor to process the rest of your application.


6. Finish this window by clicking on                                         in the lower right section of the screen.

***If you ARE NOT sure about applying to certain colleges yet, DO NOT ADD them to the Colleges to which I’m applying…KEEP THEM IN the Colleges that I’m considering box.

***Don’t forget to update your resume.  This information is very helpful for any of your teachers to use when writing a letter of recommendation for you. A good recommendation shows a teacher knows more about you than just academics and this is your place to list that information.

If you have any questions regarding Naviance, 
please see someone in the offices located in B301.

[image: image1.png]


Why PAY for a 
Scholarship Search—

 when you can do it for FREE?
Use the free Scholarship Searches on the Internet (some suggestions):

· www.fastweb.com
· www.scholarshipexperts.com
· www.srnexpress
· www.collegegnet mach25
· www.scholaraid.com
· www.collegeboard.org
· www.fafsa.ed.gov
· www.finaid.org
· www.scholarships4students.com
· www.scholarshipworkshop.com
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         Your top 3 sources to find scholarship money:

· the COLLEGE you choose to attend

· your Naviance account, under ::scholarship list
· the Internet
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2009 Fall National College Fair Cincinnati Info:
General Information
Student Registration:  

Online student registration is highly encouraged for this College Fair! 

Requesting information from multiple colleges/universities at this College Fair just got a whole lot easier. Students who pre-register and bring their barcoded printout with them to the Fair will not have to fill out information cards on site! Registration will be available on-site but avoid the long lines and register online before you arrive. REGISTER NOW!  Learn more about online registration.

Location: 
Duke Energy Center
Exhibit Hall A
525 Elm Street
Cincinnati, OH 45202
513/419-7300

Estimated Attendance: 4,000

Fair Hours:
Sunday, October 11, 2009
1:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m.
For more information & Tips for Attending the National College Fair, visit www.nacacnet.org/NCF
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 Senior Timeline





 Add Colleges





          Go to:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.fafsa.ed.gov" �www.fafsa.ed.gov� for fafsa info and online forms.


On January 1, 2010 you may begin submitting your FAFSA information—              any type of financial aid will require a completed FAFSA.








